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Killer’s 
bid for 


release 
denied 


Therapy, progress 
don’t sway judge 


By Mareva Brown 
Bee Stuff Writer 


A killer suffering from halluci- 
nations and delusions when he fa- 
tally shot without provocation a 
Sacramento man six years ago 
will not be released from Napa 
State Hospital — despite a psychi 
atrist’s opinion that his illnesses 
are in remission, a Sacramento 
judge ordered Inte Friday. 

Judge Richard Gilmour said he 
was not convinced that Thomas 
Webster, 42, presented no danger 
to society if released to a moni: 
tored board-and-care facility, an 
announcement that drew ap- 
plause and cheers from friends 
and family members of the victim. 

“Every case is different,” the 
judge said, acknowledging that it 
would be difficult to convince him 
that a mentally ill killer was no 
longer dangerous. “Are we talking 
about a burglar and the danger 
that this burgiar represents? Are 
we talking about a forger? No, 
we're talking about a killer.” 

In October 1993, Webster said 
“bees were swarming in (my) 
head,” when he shot Troy Allen 
Clower, 22, in the Harbor Bar and 
Grill on Marconi Avenue. He 
pleaded guilty to first-degree mur- 
der and was found innocent by 
reason of insanity. 


https://sacbee.newspapers.com/image/628912852/ 


The Sacramento Bee (Sacramento, California) - Sat, Mar 4, 2000 - Page 


> METRO/REGIONAL 


Jurors begin deliberations 
in slaying of market owner 


mental patient Thomas Webster, left, with attorney 
Romero, awaits Judge Richard Gilmour's decision Friday. At one 
hallucinations and delusions. 


time, Webster suffered from 


Psychiatrists diagnosed him as 
having a schizo-affective, bipolar 
disorder and sent him to the state 
mental hospital at Atascadero, ac- 
cording to the former director of 
Napa State Hospital's least-re- 
strictive program, where Webster 
ultimately was moved. 

But the psychiatrist, Dr. Denis 
Franklin, said Webster's schizo- 
phrenia und psychosis were the 
result of a dozen years of heavy 
drug abuse. When the drugs 
stopped, he said, Webster’s men- 
tal problems began to clear up. 

Now, Franklin said, Webster 
may have anti-social characteris- 
tics, but ix not suffering signifi- 
cant mental illnesses. 

“If Mr, Webster remains clean 
an sober, he will not be a danger 
to others in the community,” 
Franklin told the court. 

“(But) if he starts to use meth- 
amphetamine or cocaine or alco- 
hol at all, he will, in all probabili- 
ty, become severly addicted. He 
will use on a heavier and heavier 
basis until he becomes psychotic, 
and then he could be as much of a 


Trial in Montoya killing 
set for Sonoma County 


By Ramon Coronado 
Bee Staff Writer 


‘The death penalty trial of Alex 
Dale Thomas, the substitute jani- 
tor charged with raping and mur- 
dering Rio Linda High School se- 
nior Michelle Montoya, is headed 


the case decided Friday 

The prosecution and the de- 
fense have also agreed to having 
retired Lake County Superior 
Court Judge WJ. Harpham pre- 
side over the trial. 

Harpham presided over the tri- 
al of Loi Khac Nguyen, the lone 
surviving hostage-taker in the 
1991 Good Guys store siege in 
south Sacramento. That trial was 
moved to San Francisco because of 
extensive pretrial publicity. 

‘Sonoma was one of three coun- 
ties chosen by the attorneys. Its 
court authorities were the only 
‘ones to agtee to have the case 
tried in one of their courtrooms. 
The other counties were Contra 
Costa and Napa. 

Sacramento Superior Court 
Judge James TT. Ford said Sacra- 
mento must provide courtroom 
staff for the trial. Another hearing 
to finalize the staffing and other 
details was set for Friday. The tri- 
al could start as early as July, and 
it is estimated it will last five to 
six weeks. 

Thomas, 37, is accused of at- 
tacking and killing Montoya, 18, 
on May 16, 1997, in the high 
school wood shop. The slayinj 
which received statewide atter 
tion, sparked new California laws 
regarding the hiring of felons at 
schools. 


“We just want this to get over 
with,” said Montoya's mother, 
Pam Schleeter, who was in court 
Friday. 

Schleeter, who works at the 
state Department of Justice as an 
accountant clerk, said she will 
taking a leave of absence from her 
job to attend the trial. 

As the attorneys discussed pos- 
sible dates for court hearings, 
April 23 was mentioned, which 
caused the grieving mother to 
have tears well up in her eyes 

“April 23 is Michelle's birthday. 
She would have been 21 and we 
had promised her to take her to 
Reno,” the mother said. 

‘The case engendered so much 
publicity that defense lawyers ar- 
gued they wouldn't be able to se- 
Ject ant unbiased jury and have a 
fair trial in Sacramento. 

Judge Ford had earlier declined 
to grant a defense request for a 
change of venue and the attorneys 
appealed the decision. In August, 
the California Supreme Court or- 
dered the 3rd District Court of Ap- 
peal in Sacramento to consider 
Ford's decision, but there was no 
time line set. 

oer. District Attorney Tim 
Frawley, who opposed moving the 
trial too far away, said Sonoma 
County was a good compromise. 
“It's acceptable to us,” Frawley 
said, 

Defense lawyer Charles Bon- 
neau was also pleased, “We are 
happy to be getting a court where 
there (has been) less publicity,” 
said Bonneau, who is joined in the 
case with attorney Bradley 
Holmes. 
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danger to the community as he 
was on the day he killed Troy 
Clower.” 

Webster had his first psychotic 
breakdown about five years before 
he killed, Franklin said. He tried 
to get help and twice attempted 
suicide before killing Clower. 

In August 1995, nearly two 
years after the murder, therapists 
in @ state mental institution quot- 
‘ed Webster as saying his mind 
and actions were being controlled 
by the FBI and a satellite. 

But in recent years, the delu- 
sions disappeared. For two years 
hhe has lived in the “open” ward at 
Napa, where patients’ rooms are 
not locked. He is the ward presi- 
dent, a model patient and has 
completed substance abuse pro- 
grams, the doctor testifi 

Clower’s relatives said they 
were horrified that « killer com- 
mitted for insanity had the poten- 
tial to be released after serving 
Jess than a third of the minimum 
criminal sentence for the crime. 

‘Webster has the right to peti- 
tion for release again in one year. 


By Ramon Coronado 
Bee Staff Writer 


A Sacramento Superior Court 
trial over the robbery and slaying 
of a popular 64-year-old Rio Linda 
market owner Friday was placed 
in the hands of jurors, who now 
‘must decide who is lying. 

“You have to scrutinize the 
credibility of these people,” de- 
fense attorney Bradley Holmes 
said of testimony in the four-week 
trial, 

Johnny Paul Collins, 24, and 
Shaun Edward Anderson, 19, are 
linked to the crimes by a 16-year- 
old accomplice who is being prose- 
cuted in juvenile court, where 

alties are lighter, in exchange 
for his testimony. 

Each defendant has a vastly dif- 
peti account of his actions that 

lay. 

Anderson testified he was 
forced by Collins at gunpoint to go 
along with the robbery. Collins 
maintains he was somewhere else 
during the holdup and played no 
part. 


‘Two days of closing arguments 
ended Late Friday. Jurors will re- 
sume deliberations Monday. 

Collins, Anderson and the 16- 
year-old are accused of the Oct. 
22, 1998, robbery of Bill's Market, 
‘8 neighborhood grocery owned by’ 
Bob and Sim Yee. The defendants 
were regular customers. 

‘The night of the robbery, Sim 
Yee was closing the I Street store 
about 7:15 when three masked 
gunmen burst in. They bound the 
Yees with duct tape and left them 
Ses rooms, trial evidence 
‘ai 

The robbers then fled with cash, 
cigurettes, beer and $300 worth of 
scratch-off lottery tickets. 

‘Sim Yee died of respiratory fail- 
ure 

Anderson testified that Collins 
had threatened to kill him if he 
didn't go along with the robbery 
and that an ‘onire relationship 
with Collins made him believe the 
threat, 

Collins suid he was a victim of 
circumstance. He said he and the 
others were driving on Elkhorn 
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Boulevard when they happened to 
find a bag in the road containing 
the scratcher lottery tickets. 


The defendants were arrested 
after videotape showed them 
cashing in the scratchers. 


Collins’ brother, Joey, who lives 
in Arkansas, testified that when 
the crime occurred, he was talking 
to his brother who was at home in 
Rio Linda. Phone records show a 
long-distance call at that time. 


‘The prosecutor's main witness, 
the 16-year-old boy, testified that 
he, Anderson and Collins carried 
out the robbery, Collins was the 
leader, the boy testified. 


Holmes told jurors the boy was 
lying in exchange for the “deal of a 
lifetime” he will get at an upcom- 
ing sentencing, The boy will spend 
six to seven years in the Califor- 
nia Youth Authority, he said 


Anderson also is lying ~ about 
threats by Collins ~ because he 
has to explain away his admis- 
sions to others about robbing the 
Rio Linda store, Holmes said, 
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